Bayview Yacht Club’s 4th Annual
Women’s Invitational Regatta

For the Natalie J. O’Niel Trophy 
August 18-19, 2007
SAILING INSTRUCTIONS      
1.  
RULES

The Regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS).
Individual Class Rules will apply subject to the following modifications:

All Classes – Skippers are not required to be a member of the class in which they are racing.  VHF radios are permitted.

Melges 24 Class – Melges 24 Class:  there will be no restrictions on the type of spinnakers used.  Weight restrictions and the ban on the use of any electronic equipment are waived.  The penalty for breaking a rule of Part 2 is a one turn penalty (360o), not a Two-Turns penalty, this changes RRS 44.1. Standard rule applies (720o) for an infringement within 2-boat lengths of a turning mark. 
U20 Class –

The U20 BYC Club Boat Policy applies. Weight restrictions and number of crew restrictions shall be waived. Boats will be allocated by draw each morning before racing. The spinnaker in the assigned boat on day one of racing shall remain with the skipper for the entire regatta. No adjustments to standing rigging are permitted.

Cal 25 Class – Rules related to the number of crew or overall weight restrictions are waived.
2.
ENTRIES

Competitors may enter by delivering a completed entry form along with the entry fee to Bayview Yacht Club, 100 Clairpointe, Detroit, MI, 48215. 
3.
CREW REQUIREMENTS

All crew must be female. The ONLY exception is that the boat may have a male on board to take the boat out of the dock and return to the dock. Arrangements must be made to have said male removed from the boat prior to the first warning gun each day.
4.
NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located in the Mackinac Room or in the adjoining hallway of Bayview Yacht Club.
5.
CHANGES IN THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted before 0800 EDT on the day it will take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 2000 on the day before it will take effect.
6.
SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

6.1
Signals made ashore will be displayed from the flagpole located on the balcony near the south end of the BYC harbormaster’s building (north of the clubhouse).
6.2 Code flag AP with two sound signals (one sound when lowered) means “The race is postponed.  The warning signal will be made not less that 45 minutes after the AP is lowered”.  This changes Race Signals “AP”.
7.
SCHEDULE OF RACES

Two Racing Circles will be run.

7.1
Circle 1 will be in Lake St. Clair approximately two miles east of the Peche Island 

Rear Range Light.  All classes except the Ultimate 20 class will race on this circle.

The PHRF classes (A&B) will race on Sunday only.   PHRF splits will be posted on

 the Official Notice Board at registration.

The Cal 25 Class will race as a separate class on Saturday and race in the appropriate 

PHRF class on Sunday.
7.2 Circle 2 will be in the Detroit River in front of Bayview Yacht Club.  The Ultimate 20 class will race on this circle. 
7.3 For Circle 1 and Circle 2.  The first warning signal will be at 1000 each day.  The Race Committee will attempt to run as many races as conditions permit each day, except that there will be no warning signal after 1500 on Sunday.  The Race Committee will display Code Flag A to indicate that racing has ended each day.  
8. CLASSES, CLASS FLAGS, AND INITIAL STARTING SEQ.
Circle 1
 Start

Class


Class Flag
  1

Melges 24

Numeral pennant 1 

(White pennant with red circle insert)
  2

PHRF
A*

Numeral pennant 2 





(Blue pennant with white circle insert)

  3

PHRF B*

Numeral Pennant 3





(Red-white-blue pennant)

 4

Cal 25


Numeral pennant 4






(Red pennant with white cross)



*  PHRF racing on Sunday only

     Circle 2



Start

Class


Class Flag



 1

Ultimate 20

Numeral pennant 1
  9.
COURSES (See Course Diagrams)
9.1
All races will be windward-leeward races consisting of four legs (two complete laps). 
9.2
On Circle 1 the approximate compass bearing and approximate distance from the starting line to Mark 1 (S - short and L - long) will be displayed from the Race Committee signal boat for each division on a course board.  The Melges 24 class will race to Mark 1L, all other classes to Mark 1S.  Leeward mark 2 is only regarded as a mark of the course on the downwind leg 2.
9.3
On Circle 2 the weather mark will be visible from the starting area.
9.4
All turning marks will be left to port except that the leeward mark at the end

of the second leg on Circle 2 shall be a gate comprised of the RC signal boat at the port end and the pin end start mark at the starboard end. Boats will sail through that gate from the direction of the last mark rounded and round either the RC signal boat to port or the pin end mark to starboard. 
9.5  
On Circle 2, limit marks (orange hip-hops) will be set near shore to indicate obstructions (sand bars, etc). It is prohibited to cross the imaginary line joining these marks except while traveling to and from the race course; however, touching a limit mark does not infringe RRS 31.
10.
MARKS
10.1     All marks will be orange inflated pyramids   New marks, when used in 

accordance with Instruction 14 “Change of Course After the Start,” will be 

yellow inflated pyramids.  
10.2     The leeward mark for the end of the (downwind) second leg on Circle 2 will be a gate comprised of the pin end of the start line and the RC signal boat.
11.
THE START
11.1
Starts will be made in accordance with RRS 26.

11.2
The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag or shape on the Race Committee signal boat, and the pin end starting mark. 
12.
INDIVIDUAL RECALLS
Will be signaled in accordance with RRS 29.1.  The Race Committee may attempt to hail any boat recalled on the VHF radio, channel 72. Failure to transmit or receive such notification or the order of hailing will not be grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 60.1.
13.
RETIRING FROM A RACE
Boats retiring from a race are required to inform the Race Committee before leaving the race course either by hail or on VHF channel 72.  A violation of this instruction is not subject to protest by another boat.  This changes RRS 60.1.
14. 
CHANGE OF COURSE AFTER THE START
A change of course after the start will be signaled in accordance with RRS 33. 
When, in a subsequent change of course a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced with an original mark.  
15. 
THE FINISH

The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag or shape on the RC signal boat and the nearby finishing mark.  Note:  On Circle 1, the finish line will be on the side of the RC signal boat opposite the starting line side.  
On Circle 1, and as announced from the RC signal boat, following the last race on Sunday, a separate ‘fun’ race will be conducted for the classes racing that day.  Upon finishing the programmed race on Circle 1, boats will immediately proceed to a separate finish in front of Bayview Yacht Club leaving the Peche Island Rear Range light to port.  The finish line will be between a staff bearing an orange flag or shape on the balcony of the Bayview Yacht Club and an inflated yellow tetrahedron in the river.
16. 
TIME LIMIT

The time limit for each class is two hours.  If any boat in a class finishes within the time limit, the race shall stand for all other boats in the class, except that any boat that fails to finish within sixty (60) minutes after the first boat in that same class finishes will be scored ‘Time Limit Expired” (TLE).

17. 
PROTESTS

17.1
A boat intending to protest is requested to report her intention and to identify the boats(s) being protested to the RC signal boat as soon as possible after finishing .

17.2
The protest shall be written on U.S. Sailing protest forms (available at the Protest Desk) and submitted to the Jury’s representative at Bayview YC within 60 minutes after the (posted) docking time of the RC signal boat.

17.3
The times of protest hearings and the parties involved will be posted on the Official Regatta Notice Board within 30 minutes after the expiration of the protest time limit.  This posting constitutes the notice required by RRS 63.2 (Time and Place of the Hearing).  The Jury will hear protests in approximately the order of receipt.
17.4
The penalty assigned for any infringement of the one design class rules is to be at the sole discretion of the jury.  
18. 
SCORING

18.1
One race shall constitute a series.  The Low Point System of Appendix A will apply except that each boat’s total score shall be the sum of her scores for all races.  

18.2
Boats scored TLE will receive points equal to the number of boats finishing within the time limit, as described in Instruction 16, plus 2 points. 
19. 
RADIO COMMUNICATION

A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing, nor receive special radio communications not available to all boats.  
20. 
COURTESY BROADCASTS

An unofficial designated observer may report all visual signals displayed by the Race Committee over VHF channel 72 on Circle 1 or by hail on Circle 2.
Information reported by the designated observer is provided as a courtesy to competitors and does not in any way alter the competitor’s responsibility to observe the Race Committee’s official signals. Errors or omissions on the part of the designated observer will not be grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 60.1.
21. 
PRIZES

Awards will be made for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishes for Saturday one design, Sunday PHRF, and Sunday one design classes.  
An overall award will be given to the skipper with the most wins for the regatta.
Additional awards may be given at the discretion of the organizing authority.

22. 
COMPETITORS’ CONDUCT

The skipper shall be responsible for the conduct of the crew before, during and after racing.  
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