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SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

2012 J/35 North American Championship

Erie, PA September 13-16, 2012

Sailing Instructions


1. RULES

1.1 The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing.
1.2 The US Sailing Prescription to rule 63.4 (effective 1-Jul-10) is deleted.
1.3 Under RRS 87, J/35 Class Rule 4.7.2 is changed to read “4.7.2 Shall be fitted with four (4) or five (5) battens of any length and the centers of the batten pockets shall divide the aft edge of the sail into equal parts: plus or minus 76mm.”  Written permission of the J/35 Class Association is displayed on the official notice board.
2. ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY
2.1 Open to all J/35 Class boats meeting Class Rules for sanctioned events.

2.2 Eligible boats may enter no later than 1900 hrs. Friday, September 7, 2012. Entry may be made online at www.yachtscoring.com. 

3. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
3.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located in the front lobby of the clubhouse.

4. CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
4.1 Any changes to the sailing instructions will be posted before 0800 on the day it will take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 2000 on the day before it will take effect.
5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

5.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed at the flagpole in front of the clubhouse.
5.2 When flag AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than 1 hour’ in the race signal AP.  This changes race signals “AP”.

6. SCHEDULE OF RACES
6.1 Races will be held Friday through Sunday, September 14 -16, 2012.
6.2 Eleven races are scheduled. Four races are scheduled for Friday, four races for Saturday and three races for Sunday. No more than four races may be sailed per day.

6.3 The scheduled time for the warning signal for the first race each day is 1055 hrs.

6.4 No warning signal will be made after 1430 hrs. Sunday, September 16, 2012.
7. CLASS FLAG
7.1 The class flag will be the numeral pennant “1”.
8. RACING AREA

8.1 The racing area will be the waters off Erie PA, either in Presque Isle Bay or in Lake Erie in the waters Northeast of Presque Isle.

8.2 The venue (bay or lake) and approximate location of the starting area will be posted on the official notice board by 0800 each morning.
9. THE COURSE
9.1 Courses will be windward-leeward as shown in the diagram below. Windward offset marks will be used.
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9.2 No later than the warning signal, the race committee signal boat will display numerically the approximate compass bearing and distance in nautical miles to the first mark.
10. MARKS 

10.1 Primary marks 1 and 2 will be Yellow Cylinders. The offset mark near mark 1 will be a small orange ball.
10.2 New primary marks used in accordance with Change of Course after the Start will be Orange Tetrahedrons.

10.3 The starting and finishing marks will be a red flag on a staff. 

10.4 A limit mark may be set near the Starting Line Signal Boat. If a boat touches a limit mark or sails between the limit mark and the Signal Boat or Race Committee boat, she shall be considered to have touched a mark. This changes RRS 31. A boat that has violated RRS 31 may exonerate herself by taking the penalty provided in RRS 44.1.
11. THE START
11.1 The starting line will be between a staff or halyard displaying a yellow flag on the Race Committee boat at the starboard end and the course side of the port end starting mark.
11.2 A boat starting later than 10 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start without a hearing.  This changes rules A4 and A5.

11.3 The Race Committee may attempt to notify boats identified as OCS by announcing their bow or sail numbers over VHF channel 72.  Failure to hear or receive such transmission, or the order of bow or sail numbers announced, will not be grounds for redress.  This changes rule 62.1(a).

12. CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE

12.1 To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will lay a new mark (or move the finish line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable. 
13. THE FINISH
13.1 The finish line will be between a staff or halyard displaying a yellow flag on the Race Committee boat and the course side of the finishing mark.
13.2 If the Race Committee intends to start another race on the same day, it will display the Second Substitute (with no sound) while boats are finishing. This flag will be lowered with a sound signal one minute before the warning signal for the start of the next race.
14. TIME LIMITS
14.1 The Race Committee shall abandon a race if:
a) no boat has rounded the first mark within 45 minutes after the start, or

b) the first boat does not finish within two and one-half (2.5) hours after the start, or

c) more than 50% of the starters fail to meet the time limit requirement specified in SI 14.2.
14.2 Boats failing to finish within 30 minutes after the first boat sails the course and finishes will be scored TLE (Time Limit Expired, see scoring).  When the 30 minute period has expired, the committee boat will lower the blue flag, accompanied by a long sound signal. This changes RRS 35, A4 and A5. 
15. PROTESTS

15.1 Protest forms are available near the Official Bulletin Board. The protest time limit is 60 minutes after the after the Race Committee Signal Boat docks after the last race of the day.
15.2 Notices will be posted no later than 30 minutes after the protest time limit to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses.  Hearings will be held in the Erie Yacht Club clubhouse as soon as possible.  Location and times will be posted on the official notice board.

15.3 The US Sailing Prescription to rule 63.2 is modified by adding: “When redress has been requested or is to be considered, the protest committee shall post a notice of the time and place of the hearing and the nature of the request or grounds for considering redress within fifteen minutes of the expiration of protest time.”
15.4 Penalties for breaking Sailing Instructions 17, 22 and 23.2 will be at the discretion of the jury.

16. SCORING

16.1 The Low Point scoring system of Appendix A will apply.  Three races are required to be completed to constitute a series. When fewer than seven races have been completed a boat’s series score will be the total of all her race scores. This changes rule A2.
16.2 Boats scored TLE will be scored points equal to the number of boats finishing the race within the time limit plus two points, except that she shall not be scored worse than the number of starters.  This changes RRS 35, A4 and A5.
17. SAFETY REGULATIONS

17.1 Each day before the first warning signal of the first race, each boat shall pass the Race Committee signal boat and hail her bow or sail number until acknowledged by the Race Committee. 
17.2 All boats shall carry a VHF radio capable of communicating on channels 9, 16 and 72.
17.3 A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as possible via VHF channel 72.
18. REPLACEMENT OF CREW
18.1 Substitution of competitors will not be allowed without prior written approval of the protest committee.  Substitutes will be required to weigh in.

18.2 Substitution of damaged or lost equipment will not be allowed without written approval by the protest committee.  Requests for substitution shall be made to the protest committee at the first reasonable opportunity. Replacement equipment must be measured prior to use to ensure compliance with current J/35 National Class Association Rules.
19. EQUIPMENT AND MEASUREMENT CHECKS

19.1 A boat, its equipment, or crew may be inspected at any time for compliance with the current J/35 National Class Association Rules and sailing instructions.
20. SUPPORT BOATS

20.1 Team leaders, coaches and other support personnel are prohibited from any participation during this event.
21. HAUL-OUT RESTRICTIONS

21.1 Boats shall not be hauled out during the regatta except with and according to the terms of prior written permission of the protest committee.
22. TRASH DISPOSAL

22.1 Boats shall not put trash in the water.
23. RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

23.1 The Race Committee may attempt to provide information to competitors on VHF Channel 72 as a courtesy.  Failure to hear or receive such transmissions will not be grounds for redress.  This changes rule 62.1(a).
23.2 Except in an emergency, a boat shall not make any radio transmission while racing except on VHF channel 16 or with the Race Committee on VHF Channel 72.  While racing, no competitors are allowed to receive communication not available to all boats.  This restriction also applies to mobile phones.

24. PRIZES

24.1 Regatta overall prizes will be awarded to competitors placing 1st through 3rd.
24.2 Awards for each day’s performance will be presented at the social gathering each evening.
25. DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY
25.1 Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See Rule 4, Decision to Race. The organizing authority, host club, sponsors, their associates and appointees will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta. 
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